Apply Survival Traits of Hone
Bees for Swarm Prevention an
Increased Honey Production’

by WALT WRIGHT
Box 10
Elkton, TN 38455

Part 1 of Two Parts

Virtually everything the bees do as a colony is rooted in survival
instincts. Honey bees have been at this survival business for a very
long time. The popular literature has lost sight of this basic fact.
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In the way of introduction to concepts, it
is important that you recognize that the
European honey bee is a forest creature, Its
survival format is based on forest support.
Its format is adaptable to desert and prairie
where there are no trees, but it was devel-
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Characteristic 1: The colony target date
for reproductive swarm issue is early
hardwood green-up.
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Characteristic 2: The colony that has
not committed to swarm by starting
swarm cells, prior to hardwood green-
up. randons  reproductive swarm
ambition.
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of reproductive swarming. When it is too
late for the swarm to have full benefit of
the Spring forage availability, the overwin-
tered colony turns its attention to its own
Three weeks prior to the start of
the new wax period of the "main flow" for
yvour area, the colony without swarm cells
in progress cancels reproductive swarm
ambition
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Both characteristics 1 and 2 are provid-
ed to give the eastern beckeeper a seasonal

reference for swarming. They are not used

in the application descriptions of Part 11,







