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In Part I, several survival traits of the European honey bee were identified. Some are
quite controversial in that they stray considerably from “conventional wisdom” found

in the popular literature.

experienced beekeepers with this new

information. Its the nature of our
species to reject concepls contrary to our
beliels, The target audience for this infor-
mation is the growing corps of novices and
hobbyists, who do not have preconceived
notions that can’t be altered. Their success
will eventually break down the resistance
of those suffering from “old dog™ swn-
drome.

An introduction to the concepls was
published on these pages in 1996, What |
now call nectar management was referred
to in ‘96 as “checkerboarding™. Those
carly articles were preliminary in scope
and dealt only with swarm prevention,
What 1 recommended was opening up the
overhead band of solid capped honey with
cmply brood comb. The intent was to off-
set nectar congestion accumulating in the
browod nest, Nectar storage overhead, when
empty cells exist, is preferred by the bees
te nectar congestion of the brood nest,
Although the concepts were, and are,
valid, very little notice was taken by the
beekeeping community preoccupied with
parasitic mites.

Initially, 1 expected diverting nectar
storage overhead to reduce swarming. But,
I was unprepared for all the other fringe
benelits. As a novice beckeeper, [ didn’t
even recognize the benefits, as such, when
they presented themsclves. Afler several
seasons of concepl application, | have a
better appreciation of the fringe benefits of
nectar management, Il touch on the major
advantages to the management scheme
before [ proceed to the “how to” descrip-
tion.

The first major advantage is the relia-
bility of the swarm prevention aspect. |
was surprised that the technique virtually

Idu not expect o sway the “experts” or
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eliminated swarming. When the recom-
mendations are followed, 10084 swarm
prevention is a reasonable expectation.

The colony that is expanding the brood
nest and filling overhead empty comb has
set swarm ambition aside until that empty
comb is filled. This makes the beckeeper’s
activity in the swarming season much less
demanding. He doesn’t have to reverse
hive bodies to offset nectar congestion
because there is none. The colony is
adding to the brood nest at the top, all the
way through the swarming season. Afier
he gains confidence in the system effects,
he will leam that he doesn’t even need to
check for swarm cells on a regular basis.
Swarm cells will not be found.

However, he needs to be able to distin-
puish between swarm and supersedure
cells. The colony's favorite requeening
method is by swarming. When deprived of
swarming by beekeeper intervention, the
colony will often resort to supersedure
immediately when they cancel reproduc-
tive swarm ambition for the season
(Characteristic 2}, Others will Tollow suit
between that time and early in the main
flow. My criteria for determination of
supersedure is less than seven cells on any
given level. [ have seen only one cell or as
many as 20 on several levels when expand-
ing into shallow supers.

The automatic supersedure is an advan-
tage of its own. There is no need to
requeen on a regular basis. Some literature
tells us that supersedure queens are the
best that are available. And they are free, A
nectar-managed colony with upscale of
two hive bodies of brood has a multitude
of nurse bees to nurture queen cells. They
make some really impressive cells,

The increase in honey production was
mentioned in Part | as it relates to

increased population. There are three other
factors that improve honey production.
First, the accumulation of overhead nectar
during the build up. The colony reaches
the main flow with two or three supers of
nectar in place above the brood nest
Secondly, the increase in brood volume
will he filled with honey during the brood
nest reduction of the main flow. Thirdly,
the colony makes better use of the trailofl
of nectar availability. The standard man-
aged colony, that started brood nest reduc-
tion in the swarming season, often is down
1o a single hive body of brood by mid-main
flow, The nectar managed colony may be
reduced to two hive bodies of brood at that
time, The colony that has met survival
requirements by accumulation of capped
honey and brood nest reduction has very
little incentive, {and [ewer bees) to add
stores. The combination of these three fea-
tures, under normal circumstances, will
provide an exira four supers over standard
management.

Another advantage of the nectar man-
agement approach is that it is accom-
plished without disruption of the cluster or
brood nest. All beekeeper action is done at
the top, excepting early empty hive body
reversal. This allows manipulation in mar-
ginal weather conditions. The system is
ideally suited to the weekend beekeeper
for yet another reason. Standard manage-
ment requires checking for swarm cells
within the nine-day queen cell capping
period. The weekender often gets weath-
ered out for both days in the unstable early
season, Checking for swarm cells is not
required if the colony is increasing brood
nest size into accumulated nectar and there
i5 still empty space at the top,

Are you paying attention yet? If you
are, you may be inleresied in how to do it.
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