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The literature is weak on guide-
lines for determination of superse-
dure versus swarm cells. This ar-
ticle will describe some observa-
tions that will help. Genetic diver-
sity in colonies is reported to be a
survival advantage, but genetic di-
versity means that all colonies do
almost nothing exactly alike. The
best we can do iz describe how most
colonies implement supersedure.
That’s more than you will get from
the popular reference literature. In
the way of introduction to the sub-
ject, it should be noted that swarm-
ing is the colony’s preferred means
of requeening on a regular basis.
Supersedure is a backup process
that is not as well controlled. We
see supersedure as a weak link in
the overall survival format. The de-
tails will be provided as we slog
through the following descriptions.

Most colonies have no gueen-
rearing (QR) structures [cells) over
the winter. Any remaining in the Fall
are torn down and the wax stored
in and around the brood nest, They
have uses for old wax in the late
Winter brood rearing for build-up.
Two of those uses are building
drone cells and QR structures. If the
QR structures were left over Win-
ter they might be poorly located dur-
ing build up.

The first of those QR structures
are generated for supersedure. The
overwintered queen has been inac-
tive for some time, and she is going
to be called on to lay at an increas-
ing rate through build-up. Should
gshe falter, structures are prepared
in advance for rearing a replace-
ment. In this discussion those early
structures will be called insurance
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