Spring Management is
Mandatory With Tracheal Mites

by WALT WRIGHT
Elkton, Tennessee

It seems to me that some experts are still giving advice based on the pre-
mite era. The whole ball game is different now. Since we are going to
have mites for some time, it seems we should be making adjustments in
our operations to account for mite effects. The following discussion deals
with effects of the tracheal mite since that mite has the largest impact on

spring build-up.’

igure 1 is a seat-of-the pants chart

based on observation only, No data
of scientific sources have been used in
preparation of the chart. It is presented
here for illustration only and to give a
point of reference for the discussion.
We are poing to treat the ways to make
spring die-outs (March) and survivors
into producers,

The spring buildup, or lack thereof,
is plotted against boxes of hive bodies
of bees. The more tracheal mite infesta-
tion, the steeper the decline in early
winter. Badly infested colonies do not
survive into the first January brood rear-
ing, Less severely infested colonies
may die out later or squeak by. The
hives that we have designated as sur-
vivors are just that. They survive but do
nol gel strong enough to produce sur-
plus honey. We all understand what a
prodlucer colony is, but, of course, they
also come in degrees of effectiveness,

As noted under the chart there are
variations within the boundaries of the
winter die-out and the producer. If a

‘Editor's Note:  Mr. Wright does not discuss
Varroa control or foulbrood control, but
assumes the heckeeper will be controlling these
twir serious problems as well. He does not men-
tion that tracheal mite control may also be
achieved through requeening with tracheal mite
resislance queen stock such as ARS-YC
Carniolans or Buckfnst Stock.
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colony makes it to the first brood emer-
gence, and the rate of decline is steeper
than the increase in bees resulting from
that first emergence, they can still crash
into the second and third brood cycles.
If detected early enough, these late

crashers can be salvaged. I the losses
can be stabilized early, that colony then
becomes a survivor. The same efforts
required to make a survivor into a pro-
ducers are appropriate for the stabilized
late crasher.

Figure 1: Tracheal Mite Effects on Spring Build-Up
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Generalizations:

a. There are all variations between the
two exiremes
I, Selection of February 1 as the first

haotch—out is arbitrary.
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