Do You Cet Black L ocust?

Walt Wright

Is it the bees, or the trees that decide?

Several times I've pointed out
that in my area black locust nectar
is not stored in the supers. Black
locust blooms here in the storage
lull just prior to the beginning of the
white wax flow. But the relationship
between the bees' development
schedule and the trees development
schedule is not the same for all ar-
eas. Black locust is a case in point.

But first, [ need to fix some-
thing from the April 04 article on
nectar collection. In it | omitted the
difference typically seen in second
year colonies (those from a split last
year]. The difference is that second
yvear colonies will often add nectar
at the top when established colo-
nies are in the storage lull just prior
to the main flow. Some experienced
beekeepers are aware that last
year's splits are this year's best pro-
ducers, but they don’t know why. It
is sometimes attributed to the pres-
ence of a young queen but [ don't
believe that. The characteristic of
adding a couple supers of nectar by
the second year colony while the
established colony adds none at the
top gives a split a head start on pro-
duction.

[ don't know why they do that
as there doesn’t seem to be an ob-
vious advantage to the overall sur-
vival format. It may simply be a
carry-over from the increased moti-
vation of first year establishment,
but that seems far fetched as all new
bees are in the second season. If
this turns out to be a dependable
characteristic, it might change the
management strategy of beekeepers
interested in maximizing honey pro-
duction.

With that out of the way, let me
proceed into the storage lull versus
accumulation of black locust nec-
tar /honey, recalling that most of the
following is not necessarily appli-
cable to second wear colonies, but
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mostly established colonies.

Richard Bonney was a very savvy
bee man and one of my favorite con-
tributors to this magazine. Several
years ago he speculated on these
pages that black locust was always
“rained out” at his location in north-
ern Massachusetts. Since the lit-
erature is devoid of any description
of what is happening in a beehive
in the Spring, he had no way of
knowing that it had nothing to do
with wet weather, but I concluded
that his bee and tree development
schedules were similar to mine in
Tennessee.

In correspondence with a
Michigan expert about his 50 year
old scale hive data, there was sub-
stantial disagreement on the rea-
son for the 25-day notch in weight
gain. The chart shows where the
scale hive weight was recorded at
five-day intervals. Weight gain is
shown in the positive direction and
weight loss is shown in the nega-
tive direction. Connecting the data
points adds some confusion be-
cause where the chart crosses the
zero line is not necessarily a data
point on the zero line. It would have
been much easier to read if it had
shown cumulative weight gain and
loss. Although poorly done the graph
does show the early flow in May, the
storage lull in early June and the
peaks of the main flow in June and
July. Note that a few rainy days will
distort this data significantly. The
weight gain went to zero, and even
went negative through the period
centered about June 10. He claimed
that there were no sources or flow-
ers during that period.

I made an appointment with
him for June 1 and traveled to
Michigan on May 31. The intent of
my visit was to show him in his own
hives what was happening at that
time in the season. On the last 30
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miles to his residence, black locust
was everywhere along the interstate
highway. It appeared to be just past
peak bloom. He had told me in ad-
vance that his area produced supers
of black locust in years that the bees
get suitable flying weather during
bloom.

The wvisit was timed to the be-
ginning of the early June storage lull
indicated on his scale hive data.
There are enough hive indications
of reproductive swarm cut off that
there was a good chance that he
could be convinced that [ was not a
redneck crackpot, and | desperately
needed an expert to take a serious
look at my observations. The wvisit
failed to stimulate his interest. But
that is not relevant to black locust
timing. The point is that if that sea-
son was representative of typical
bee/tree development schedules for
his area, he would indeed get black
locust in supers. Black locust
bloomed there before the storage
lull. Had reproductive cut off not
started the storage lull, the dip in
weight gain would have been later,
if it occurred at all. Other sources
could fill the gap.

It should be noted that the for-
agers are not on vacation during
that lall. At the landing board the
hive often appears quite busy, and
they are actively working black lo-
cust. You can tell a forager working
black locust because she has a pow-
dered look from entering the flower
envelope. Both pollen and nectar
foragers have this characteristic
dusting of the black locust beige
pollen.

Here’s what happens. When
black locust blooms during the stor-
age hall the incoming forage is used
to feed the colony. Incoming nectar
is managed for both population and
brood volume because both are
peaking during this period. Further,
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