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The literature is hig on provid-
ing sufficient honey stores for Win-
tering in your area. The results of
failing to do so are stark. The sight
of a starved colony is at once a piti-
fuil thing, and the beekeeper respon-
sible feels not only re-
morse, but also has

Wintering configuration, replacing
the double deep. If you have recov-
ered your composure from your ini-
tial reaction to this bizarre stack,
perhaps you will be interested in
why it is better, in my opinion. Of

The data I've collected points out
that some colonies will “fill" the
lower deep on the white wax flow
with pollen, and led to the follow-
ing investigation. I concluded that
brood nest reduction included rais-
ing the bottom with Win-
tering pollen in the natu-

twangs of guilt. These
emotions tend to push
adequate honey stores
into a priority position.
The effects of a
shortage of Wintering
pollen are not nearly so
dramatic, but are very
gignificant in colony de-
velopment for the follow-
ing season. The colony
must have pollen stores
within the warmed clus-
ter volume to rear mid-

ral environment of a haol-
low tree. If so, that
meant that our hive de-
sign was somehow inter-
fering with the colony's
normal processes, so |
tried to alleviate the hive
design problem. Initially
a box of foundation or
drawn comb below the
double deep during the
build up. The results
were iffy. Some colonies
used the added box for

winter brood. Midwinter
brood rearing offsets the
cluster decline in volume
due to loss of Fall bees,
If deprived of pollen in
midwinter, the cluster
volume continues to de-
cline into the late Win-
ter/early Spring period of

pollen storage and some
didn’t. The results were
not as positive as [ had
hoped. But when a box
of brood was moved to
the bottom board, the re-
sults were more uni-
form. All colonies had
pollen in that box by har-
vest time. This con-

the build up. Spring dwin-

dling sets in before field I
pollen is available., The
effects of this condition
are not as stark as star-
vation because the clus-
ter, although alive, just
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firmed my suspicion that
our hive design was in-
deed interfering in their
normal storing pro-
Ccesses.

When I was Winter-

continues to shrink.
Winter losses are impor-
tant when factored into
your bottom line, whatever the
cause. And weak colonies in the
Spring are not honey producers
without substantial effort.

Shown here is my recommended
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course, if you are addicted to the
double deep, it is your prerogative
to continue to abuse your bees. As
owner, vou pay the bills and suffer
the consequences.
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ing in double deeps,
about 25% were feeble in
the early season., At one
stage on my learning curve, I used
to make post-harvest divides out of
25% or so of my colonies. These di-
vides were a source of expendable
bees in the Spring to maintain a
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