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        April, 2008



Hi Folks 
I guess spring has finally arrived, it seemed like winter would never leave. It‘s been a busy winter for some of us. Starting in February, the Association had a beekeeping class. We had a very good turn out with as many as 24 at a session. We had 5 sessions, and it should have been 6 at least. There is a lot of things that we needed to cover but didn’t get time. We didn’t get to cover swarm catching. I plan on having a good discussion of that Thursday evening.

If you haven’t put your supers on yet, you need to check them. If your colonies get crowded they will swarm on you. I pulled into one of my yards, and the first thing I observed was a swarm hanging on a bush. I had a split that needed a queen, so that worked out great for me.

I would like to thank the members that helped me with the classes. I should name names, but if I did I, might miss some one and I don’t want to leave anyone out. Anyway thank you, I couldn’t have done it alone.

I believe Susi said we have added 7 new members so far, so we’ll see some new faces. I’m sure they will have questions, so let’s help them in any way we can, it wasn’t long age we had the same questions. 

***********************************

  Adventures of Bubba and Bubba

There were a couple of boys down in Georgia, Bubba and Bubba, that decided they were going to get into the almond pollination business and make their fortune. They'd heard that those California 

almond growers were paying better than $150 for a hive of bees, and that a fellow could rent all he could haul out there. 

So they gathered up 400 of their hives, got 'em loaded onto a truck, and headed for the promised land. It wasn't as easy as they thought, but eventually they found a grower to take the bees at $72 per hive. 

They got them unloaded in the orchard, and headed on back to Georgia to take care of business while the almonds bloomed. Well, nature took it's course, and between the rain and the mites and the other diseases 

that had been packed into the orchards by the million or so other hives, the Georgia boys took quite a beating by the time they'd finished up and gotten all their bees back home. 

After all the expenses were added up and the deadouts counted and the time and effort figured in, they figured it actually cost them $73 per hive, and they'd lost around a dollar per hive for their trouble. That just didn't seem right, so they put their heads together to come up with a plan for next year. After a while, the smart one said "I've got it!! We need a BIGGER truck!".

***********************************

This is an article by the man who developed the Langstroth hive system, which we use now.

Langstroth on making nucs: 


These small colonies I shall call nuclei, and the system of forming stocks from them, my nucleus system; and before I describe this system more particularly, I shall show other ways in which the nuclei can be formed. If the Apiarian chooses, he can take a frame containing bees just ready to
mature, and eggs and young worms, all of the worker kind, together with the old bees which cluster on it, and shut them up in the manner previously described ; even if he has no sealed queen to give them. If all things are favorable, they will set about raising a queen in a few hours. If the
Apiarian has sealed queens on hand, they ought, by all means, to be given to the nuclei, in order to save all the time possible.
I come now to the very turning point of the whole nucleus system. 
 If some of the full combs are removed, and empty ones substituted in their place, she will speedily fill them, laying at the rate of two or three thousand a day ! When my strong stocks are from time to time deprived of one or two combs, if honey can easily be procured, the bees proceed at once to replace them, and the queen commences laying in the new combs as soon as the cells are fairly started. If the combs are not removed too fast, and care is
taken not to deprive the stock of so much brood that the bees cannot keep up a vigorous population, a queen in a hive so managed, will lay her eggs in cells to be nurtured by the bees, instead of being eaten up ; and thus, in the course of the season, she may become the mother of three or four times as many bees, as are reared in a hive under other circumstances. By careful management, brood enough may, in this way, be taken from a single hive, to
build up a large number of nuclei.
If the Apiarian attempts to multiply his stocks [too] rapidly ... I will ensure him ample cause to repent at leisure of his folly. If however, the attempt at very rapid multiplication is made only by those who are favorably situated, and who have skill in the management of bees, a very large gain may be made in the number of stocks, and they may all be strong and flourishing.

# Langstroth on the hive and the honey-bee: a bee keeper's manual.
# Langstroth, L.L. 1810-1895.
# Hopkins, Bridgman, Northampton : 1853.








                                                  
                                    This years Queen color is Red
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