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From the Editor










Bill Miller


First off, congratulations to our 2017 new and returning officers:

Steve Loveland - President

Susan Rigsby - Vice President

Secretary - Rhonda Chase

Treasurer - Bruce Jenne

Newsletter Editor - Bill Miller (with assistance from membership)


The club is in good hands.


Next, I’ll put in a last-minute pitch for the February 4 beekeeping symposium up in Clanton.  While the deadline for early registration has passed, you can register at the door, and the extra cost ($15) for door registration is reasonable.  Clanton is only a three-hour drive from Dothan, and the agenda for the symposium is posted at http://www.aces.edu/home-garden/beekeeping/agenda.php.  Most folks (including me) come up the night before and stay in one of the many motels in the area; the motel breakfast is a chance to chat with old friends.  And of course, all the local vendors will be there.   So, do come; you’ll be glad you did.

On to Thursday’s club meeting.  Steve Loveland will be giving the talk; he hasn’t told me his topic yet.  I’ll be supplying the door prize.  We’ll also be filling in the blanks on this year’s program presenters and door prize providers.  Also on the agenda will be preparing this year’s swarm catcher list.   Add to that our traditional potluck supper, and you will have a great evening. 


Also, coming up in February (Feb. 21 to be exact) will be the start of our 2017 Beginning Beekeeping course.  While the course is intended for people just getting started in beekeeping, I invite all of you to attend as many sessions as you like.   I especially would like experienced folks to come to our Feb. 21 session on equipment assembly, and if you have any equipment that will need assembling, do bring it (along with a hammer).

Out in the apiaries, the bees are beginning to do their spring buildup.  I’m looking forward to a better beekeeping year.  
The Beekeeper’s Calendar 

Thursday, February 2 


Regular monthly meeting

7 pm




Houston County Extension Office

1699 Ross Clark Circle (across from Publix)






Dothan, Alabama






Program by Steve Loveland (topic to be announced)






Door prize by Bill Miller






2017 Swarm Catcher List






Fill out the 2017 Program and Door Prize List


In addition to Steve’s program, we will be getting volunteers for meeting program presenters door prize people.  Also, this is the meeting where you can sign up for our 2017 Swarm Catchers list (get free bees).  Add to that our potluck supper, and you have a great evening.

Thursday, March 2 


Regular monthly meeting

7 pm




Houston County Extension Office






Program by Bill Miller






Door prize by Steve Loveland

__________________________________________________________________________________

Other Dates of Note

Saturday, Feb. 4, 2016


2016 ACES Beekeeping Symposium

8 AM – 3:45 PM



Clanton Conference & Performing Arts Center
1850 Lay Dam Road
Clanton, Alabama 35045

Here is the website: http://www.aces.edu/home-garden/beekeeping/.  It’s not too late to make plans to go.

Tuesday, February 21 


Beginning Beekeeping Course Session 1

7 pm




Houston County Extension Office

1699 Ross Clark Circle (across from Publix)






Dothan, Alabama

This is our annual course that teaches beginners beekeeping basics.  It goes on for 4 evening classroom sessions and our field session.   A copy of the flyer is included in this month’s Wired Bee; tell all your friends who are interested in becoming beekeepers.

February Hiveworks










Bill Miller

The Late January Colony


I took advantage of the warm spell last week to do colony inspections.  Here is what I found:

· The bees were bringing in pollen, and I assume some nectar.  Nevertheless, I saw little open nectar in the colonies.

· Pollen stores looked to be adequate, and most colonies had adequate amounts of capped honey.  One colony needed feeding (I put on 1/1 sugar syrup).

· All the colonies had substantial brood rearing (including drone cells).  While I didn’t find swarm queen cells yet, they aren’t far off.  I expect swarming will start up in the third week of February.

· I also did 48-hr. sticky board surveys for Varroa, and the results were all over the place.  The range was between 2 mites (the low) and 25 mites (the high).  The median was 5 mites.

· On the equipment evaluation, at least one bottom board will need replacing.


Conclusion: While all my colonies are in spring buildup mode, every colony is different.  Most of my colonies do not require special attention just now, but some colonies require attention (food stores or Varroa).

Food Stores


At this time of year, I expect a colony to have at least ½ of a medium super’s worth of capped food stores.  I see no need to panic if a colony has at least three medium frames’ equivalent of capped food stores (but that colony will probably want feeding later in February).  The colony of mine that did require feeding had about ½ a frame’s worth of capped stores; I gave it two frames of capped honey from another colony and put on a gallon of 1/1 sugar syrup.


On feeding frames of honey from other colonies:  I take the frames of honey from outside the active area of the donor colony, and put them next to (but not in) the active area of the receiving colony.  The receiving colony donates two empty frames to the donor colony; I put the empty frames on the outside edges of the donor colony.

Varroa Control


If you find (like I did) that you have colonies with high mite counts, don’t hesitate with your mite control
- supering time is closer than you think.  My last treatment was with amitraz (Apivar®), so I’m deciding between formic acid (Miteaway Quick Strips®) and a thymol product (Apilife Var® or Apiguard®) for this treatment.  I’ll pick up my treatment of choice at the Feb. 4 symposium.


If you decide a colony needs treating, use a product with a different active ingredient than the last treatment you used.  Varying treatment makes it harder for the mites to develop resistance to any one treatment.

Swarms (stopping yours and catching theirs)

Start your swarm prevention procedures on your colonies, and get your swarm catch gear ready.

The Beeline











Steve Loveland

It’s a little intimidating to suddenly find yourself the president of the Wiregrass Beekeepers Association (WBA).  I am not a long-time beekeeper who knows all the answers, but I have plenty of questions.  I pledge to you a commitment to do my best at the role, even if I am not sure of all it entails.

Your 2017 WBA officers met on January 26th to work on plans for making WBA meetings and events even more beneficial to you.   We made progress, but we didn’t solve all the issues in one fell swoop.

Here is what we worked on:

1. Packing more value into our meetings:  

a. We are going to start promptly with the potluck meal at 7:00 PM.  We will aim to get the doors open by 6:30 so come early for fellowship.  Please bring your food in to the serving table by 7PM.

b. A table will be set aside for membership services- both the secretary and treasurer will be located at that table to sign up new members and collect your dues.  Membership resources will be available there as well.

c. The business part of the meeting will begin at 7:20; a 10-15-minute Beekeeping forum (Q&A) will be opened up after the business meeting; start the Bee-Talk by 7:45; adjourn by 8:30

2. Strengthening our membership:  Membership was about 51last year, down 20+ from 2014 when we had the last “census”.  We need to work to make wannabee and newbee folks welcome and help them get answers to their questions.  We need to create a structure for mentoring – we will be working on ideas for this that are flexible and workable. (Not everyone is extroverted and will push to make the contacts that they need.)

3. Facilitate meaningful dialogue:  We have some people who hang around after the meeting is adjourned to talk about their beekeeping questions or share stories – we want to facilitate more of that if we can figure out how to do it.

4. Membership has privileges and responsibilities:

a. Membership dues are for the calendar year, regardless of when you pay.

b. Where else can you get fun, food, fellowship and fantastic information for $10/year.  That is one pint of honey!

c. We welcome members who are not able to attend meetings, for whatever reason; you can join and receive the privileges.

d. Members-only will receive the Wired Bee
e. Members-only will be given access to the membership directory – we have met with the DothanByDesign webmaster on that issue.  Promises were made.

f. Members have access to the WBA honey extractor and other WBA tools and resources.  Please contact me if you are willing to serve as the WBA Steward – your role will be to catalogue and keep track of WBA resources.

g. Members are responsible for cleaning up our mess at the Extension Service meeting room after each meeting.  Please do not leave it to Beaver – he is no longer a member!
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Beginning Beekeeping Course

Feb. 21, 28; Mar. 7, 14, 24

The course is free, and designed to supply a novice beekeeper with all the information needed to take colonies from their startup through their first year.  We only ask that you be interested in beekeeping.  The class is open to all who are interested in beekeeping.

The classroom sessions will be held at the Houston County Cooperative Extension Service, 1699 Ross Clark Circle, Dothan, AL 36301 (corner of Ross Clark Circle and Rt. 53 (Cottonwood Rd)), and start at 7 pm and run for about 2 hours.  The field session will start at noon (location to be announced).  Because we will be working with active colonies, people coming to the field session will need their beekeeping protective gear.

Recommended text:  First Lessons in Beekeeping by Keith Delaplane

Questions? Call Bill Miller at (334)794-8362 or e-mail him at wgmiller@aol.com

Tuesday Feb. 21, 7 pm: Welcome to Beekeeping and Equipment Overview


Introduction to beekeeping, equipment needs and sources, and equipment assembly


This is a hand-on session.   Bring a hammer!

Tuesday, Feb. 28, 7 pm: Biology 1 - The Three Types of Bees


The bees in a colony come in three basic types – worker, drone, and queen.  We’ll discuss each type’s unique biology, life cycle, and functions.

Tuesday, Mar. 7, 7 pm: Biology 2 - The Colony as a Unit


We’ll discuss how the three types of bees form a working colony, and how the colony varies with the year depending on what is needed and what is available. 

Tuesday, Mar. 14, 7 pm: The Beekeeper's Year and Bee Diseases


We’ll cover how a colony varies with the season and how the beekeeper deals with each season.  We’ll also cover Alabama registration requirements and common bee diseases

 

Saturday, Mar. 24, 12 noon: Field Session (Location to be announced) - Beekeeping protective (at least a veil) gear required!


 We’ll suit up, light smokers, and inspect hives, emphasizing proper hive working procedure.  We’ll find the three types of bees, check colony conditions, and probably find a few unwelcome pests too.  We may get lucky and catch a swarm.
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The Wired Bee
Wiregrass Beekeepers Association

2991 Eddins Road

Dothan, Al 36301

Email: wgmiller@aol.com

